
1 You foolish Galatians! Who has cast a spell on you, 
before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as 
crucified? 2 I only want to learn this from you: Did you 
receive the Spirit by the works of the law or by believing 
what you heard? 3 Are you so foolish? After beginning 
by the Spirit, are you now finishing by the flesh? 4 Did 
you experience so much for nothing—if in fact it was for 
nothing? 5 So then, does God give you the Spirit and 
work miracles among you by your doing the works of the 
law? Or is it by believing what you heard— 6 just like 
Abraham who believed God, and it was credited to him 
for righteousness? ... 10 For all who rely on the works of 
the law are under a curse, because it is written, Everyone 
who does not do everything written in the book of the 
law is cursed. 11 Now it is clear that no one is justified 
before God by the law, because the righteous will live by 
faith. 12 But the law is not based on faith; instead, the 
one who does these things will live by them. 13 Christ 

redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us, because it is written, Cursed is everyone 
who is hung on a tree. 14 The purpose was that the 
blessing of Abraham would come to the Gentiles by 
Christ Jesus, so that we could receive the promised Spirit 
through faith. ... 21 Is the law therefore contrary to 
God’s promises? Absolutely not! For if the law had been 
granted with the ability to give life, then righteousness 
would certainly be on the basis of the law. 22 But the 
Scripture imprisoned everything under sin’s power, so 
that the promise might be given on the basis of faith in 
Jesus Christ to those who believe. 23 Before this faith 
came, we were confined under the law, imprisoned until 
the coming faith was revealed. 24 The law, then, was our 
guardian until Christ, so that we could be justified by 
faith. 25 But since that faith has come, we are no longer 
under a guardian, 26 for through faith you are all sons 
of God in Christ Jesus.
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Imputation

When God pardoned sinners at the cross, 
our sins were imputed or transferred to 
Christ, who became sin on our behalf. 
Our sin was imputed to Christ, and 
Christ’s righteousness was imputed to us 
(Rom. 5:17; 1 Cor. 1:30). When God the 
Father looks at those who have trusted in 
Christ, He does not see their sins but the 
righteousness of Christ as belonging to 
them (Rom. 4:6).

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

Many Christians act as though faith is the first step into the Christian life, 
but not the whole of it. Why is that?

 How would you try to explain the 
idea of even one sin making us 
guilty before God to someone who is 
unfamiliar with the gospel?
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Imputation

When God pardoned sinners at the cross, 
our sins were imputed or transferred to 
Christ, who became sin on our behalf. 
Our sin was imputed to Christ, and 
Christ’s righteousness was imputed to us 
(Rom. 5:17; 1 Cor. 1:30). When God the 
Father looks at those who have trusted in 
Christ, He does not see their sins but the 
righteousness of Christ as belonging to 
them (Rom. 4:6).

 How would you explain the idea of Jesus redeeming us from the curse by 
being cursed Himself to someone who is unfamiliar with the gospel?

 What was the purpose of the law?

Main Point
God’s children live by faith.

Christ Connection

Paul wrote to the church in Galatia to remind them that faith, not 
works, is the foundation of the gospel. Through the completed work 
of Jesus living a sinless life, dying to pay for our sin, and rising again in 
new life, we can be saved solely by grace through faith.

UNIT 33  |  SESSION 3  |  97



In Defense

Twice in this passage Paul uses the phrase, “believing what you heard” (Gal. 
3:2,5). For Paul, hearing is the mechanism God uses to produce faith, and faith 
is how we receive the Spirit (Gal. 3:2). Paul says the same thing in Romans—
“So faith comes from what is heard” (Rom. 10:17). Therefore, preaching and 
teaching is central to the work of God. If faith is what brings salvation, and faith 
comes through hearing, then speaking God’s word is an essential element of the 
Christian life and mission. As John Piper once said in a sermon on this text, “The 
Holy Spirit does not work in a vacuum. He uses the Word to break the spell of 
confusion and unbelief.”8

His Story

How should our status as children of God affect our relationship with sin?
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Our Mission

Head

When you think about the Old Testament, do you think they were saved by 
works or by faith? What does Galatians 3:6 teach us about salvation even 
in the Old Testament?

Why is it important to think about our growth as Christians as a matter of 
faith instead of a matter of law?

Heart

With so much emphasis on believing, how can you grow in faith in your life? 

What would it look like to grow in your gratitude for what Christ has done 
for us according to Galatians 3:13?

Hands

What would it look like if our understanding of freedom was shaped less by 
society and more by the Spirit?

Is it your tendency to be more legalistic or to be more lawless? What can 
you do to live in true freedom? 

UNIT 33  |  SESSION 3  |  99



The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

In Galatians, we get a second glimpse at the 
Jerusalem council from Acts 15. The gospel was 
at stake, so Paul reminded them of what had been 
settled before. This time Paul says, “but we did 
not give up and submit to these people for even 
a moment, so that the truth of the gospel would 
be preserved for you” (Gal. 2:5). The choices we 
make are bigger than ourselves, and the way we live 
affects other people—for better or for worse.

We aren’t always consistent. Like Peter, we may 
stand up for what is right (Acts 15) and then live in 
a way that is contrary to our words (Gal. 2:11-13). 
This kind of inconsistency is serious and damages 
our witness. No one is so spiritually strong that 
they will never be inconsistent or hypocritical—
even Peter and Barnabas did it (Gal. 2:12-13). We 
should be humble and examine our own behavior. 
Let’s not assume we are living in light of the gospel. 
Let’s make sure our lives are in sync with the truth.  

How are your actions affecting the 
people around you? Are your works 
consistent with your words?

Day 1

Galatians 
1:1-2:21
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As I read Galatians 3, I am struck by this question—
“Did you experience so much for nothing (Gal. 
3:4)?” What a sobering question. The Galatians 
had experienced a move of God—a revival, even. 
But because they weren’t continuing in the grace 
of God, the whole experience was on the verge of 
being in vain. We’ve all had incredible spiritual 
experiences—a summer camp, mission trip, or 
student retreat—but soon after, we’ve reverted back 
to our old ways. So often, we fail to follow through 
on the things we learned, and we wonder, “Did I 
experience so much for nothing?”

But then Paul brings a glimmer of hope—”if in fact 
it was for nothing” (Gal. 3:4). With one word—
if—the possibility that all is not lost reemerges. 
Paul is trusting that his letter is going to be effective 
and that they are going to live in the freedom of 
the gospel. As you read Galatians, and even this 
devotion, may God use it to reassure you that those 
things were not in vain. Put what you have learned 
into practice and continue in the grace of God.

What are some things God has 
challenged you with before that you 
need to put into practice?

Day 2

Galatians 
3:1-9

Cursed—what a terrifying reality. This is when we 
are apart from Christ and are cut off from God’s 
blessing. Left to ourselves, we break the law of God 
and bring His judgment upon us. Once we have 
sinned against God, there is nothing we can do to 
make ourselves righteous. To be under a curse is 
certain judgment. 

Redeemed—God does not give us what we deserve. 
His love is too great, his mercy unending. However, 
righteousness demands justice, so God in Christ 
took our curse upon himself. The horror of holy 
judgment was placed upon him. He took all of 
it—as the old hymn says, “My sin, not in part, but 
the whole...”1 Let your soul feel the weight of God’s 
grace and the magnitude of his kindness. Pause to 
thank Jesus today for your redemption. What a 
precious gift He has given to those who receive it 
with faith.

How can you live with more gratitude 
for what Jesus has done to save you?

Day 3

Galatians 
3:10-18

1. American Colony, and Horatio Gates Spafford. Draft manuscript 
copy of hymn “It is Well With My Soul” by Horatio Gates Spafford. to 
1878, ca. 1873. Manuscript/Mixed Material. https://www.loc.gov/
item/mamcol.016/.
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What would happen if you tried to use a hammer 
to place a screw or a drill to place a nail? It wouldn’t 
work; not because those tools are bad or faulty, 
but because you would be using those tools to 
do something they were not designed to do. My 
prescription glasses are designed to help me see 
far away, not shade my eyes from the sun, while 
my sunglasses are incapable of enabling me to see 
clearly. Again, neither are poorly made, but there is 
a limit to what each was made to do. So it is with 
the law of God.

Trying to be saved through the law is using the law 
in a way that God never intended. It was not meant 
to give us eternal life or produce God’s promises. 
God never planned to make us His children through 
works. Rather, God meant for the law to show us 
the evil of sin and be “our guardian until Christ” 
(Gal. 3:24). God has designed the gospel for our 
salvation, and it works every time. That salvation is 
experienced through faith in Jesus.

Are you using the spiritual tools God 
has given you correctly (prayer, law, 
gospel, the armor of God, etc.)?

Day 4

Galatians 
3:19-26

Slowly read through the fruit of the Spirit. If 
someone were to describe you, which words would 
they use? Would the people who know you best use 
none of these words, some of these words, or most 
of these words? Those who belong to Jesus should 
be growing in these characteristics. Of course, it is 
the fruit of the Spirit and not our own doing, but 
that does not mean this is passive. 

Galatians 5:24 says, “Now those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions 
and desires.” We have an active role to play in our 
progress and growth. It’s a lot like our physical 
health. We are dependent upon our internal systems 
to process and distribute the nutrients in our food. 
There is nothing we actively do to bring those 
results about, but we can control and determine 
our diet. Spiritually, we need God’s Spirit to do 
the work of making us healthy and grow us, but 
we have a responsibility to be attentive to what we 
are feeding our souls with and to remove the toxic, 
sinful things we put into our hearts and minds.

What do you need to stop doing or 
start doing in order to grow in the 
fruit of the Spirit?

Day 5

Galatians 
3:27-6:18

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  102




