
16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply 
distressed when he saw that the city was full of idols. 17 So he 
reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with those who 
worshiped God, as well as in the marketplace every day with 
those who happened to be there. 18 Some of the Epicurean 
and Stoic philosophers also debated with him. Some said, 
“What is this ignorant show-off trying to say?” Others replied, 
“He seems to be a preacher of foreign deities”—because he 
was telling the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 
19 They took him and brought him to the Areopagus, and 
said, “May we learn about this new teaching you are presenting? 
20 Because what you say sounds strange to us, and we want 
to know what these things mean.” 21 Now all the Athenians 
and the foreigners residing there spent their time on nothing 
else but telling or hearing something new. 22 Paul stood in 
the middle of the Areopagus and said, “People of Athens! I 
see that you are extremely religious in every respect. 23 For 
as I was passing through and observing the objects of your 
worship, I even found an altar on which was inscribed, ‘To an 
Unknown God.’ Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, 
this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and 
everything in it—he is Lord of heaven and earth—does not live 
in shrines made by hands. 25 Neither is he served by human 

hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives 
everyone life and breath and all things. 26 From one man he 
has made every nationality to live over the whole earth and 
has determined their appointed times and the boundaries of 
where they live. 27 He did this so that they might seek God, 
and perhaps they might reach out and find him, though he is 
not far from each one of us. 28 For in him we live and move 
and have our being, as even some of your own poets have 
said, ‘For we are also his offspring.’ 29 Since, then, we are 
God’s offspring, we shouldn’t think that the divine nature is 
like gold or silver or stone, an image fashioned by human art 
and imagination. 30 “Therefore, having overlooked the times 
of ignorance, God now commands all people everywhere to 
repent, 31 because he has set a day when he is going to judge 
the world in righteousness by the man he has appointed. He 
has provided proof of this to everyone by raising him from 
the dead.” 32 When they heard about the resurrection of 
the dead, some began to ridicule him, but others said, “We’d 
like to hear from you again about this.” 33 So Paul left their 
presence. 34 However, some people joined him and believed, 
including Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, 
and others with them.

Scripture

Acts 17:16-34

Unit .33

Session .02

The Church Is 
United in Love
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Evangelism

It is the duty and privilege of every 
Christian and of every church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to make disciples of all 
nations. The new birth of man’s spirit by 
God’s Holy Spirit means the birth of love 
for others. Missionary effort on the part 
of all thus rests upon a spiritual necessity 
of the regenerate life and is expressly and 
repeatedly commanded in the teachings 
of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ has 
commanded the preaching of the gospel to 
all nations. It is the duty of every child of 
God to seek constantly to win the lost to 
Christ by verbal witness undergirded by a 
Christian lifestyle.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

Why is it important for us to be motivated by love in our evangelism?

Why is it important for us to be 
motivated by God’s glory in our 
evangelism?
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What do we learn about God from Paul’s sermon?

What are some ways we can find common ground with the world as we try to 
win people to Christ?

Main Point
God calls the church to 

build bridges in order 
to share the gospel. 

Christ Connection

Paul arrived in Athens to avoid troublemakers in Berea, but while he 
was there, his heart was stirred by the idolatry of the Athenians. Paul 
did not miss any opportunity to preach the gospel to those who needed 
to hear it. Paul was following the example of Jesus, who, out of love, 
served others and sacrificed Himself for them.
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In Defense

The gospel demands a response. People will either receive it or reject it, but 
they will respond in some manner. In this story, some scoff at the idea of the 
resurrection, while others want to know more. We should be reminded that the 
gospel often produces a mixed response, and we should be patient with those 
who are spiritually searching. Some people may be open and interested, but they 
may not fully commit in one day or one conversation. Like Paul, we must be 
willing to go on the journey with them over time. God is patient with us, and we 
should be patient with the people we are trying to reach for Him. 

His Story

How do you think we should include warnings of judgment in our 
evangelism? How can we avoid making it the whole message, while also not 
neglecting it altogether?
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Our Mission

Head

What did you learn from Paul’s message that you hadn’t thought about or 
known before?

Why is it important to find common ground with unbelievers in our attempt 
to win them with the gospel?

Heart

How can we develop a greater sense of compassion for the lost in our 
communities and world?

Are you willing and ready to share the gospel with others? If not, how can 
you prepare your heart for the opportunities God will give you with the lost?

Hands

How can we identify and turn away from idols in our lives and culture? 

How have you responded to the gospel in your life? If you have put your 
trust in Jesus, who has God put in your life that you need to share the 
gospel with?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Have you ever ridden in a car with somone who 
decided he or she knew better than the GPS? The 
driver takes his or her own route, only to end up no 
closer to the destination 30 minutes later. When 
you are committed to following Jesus, He will show 
you which way to go. He doesn’t give us the whole 
map, but he does lead us one step at a time. I have 
often wondered, “God, why don’t you just email 
me your will, so I will know what to do?” In those 
moments, He has reminded me that I treat Him 
like a GPS. 

God knows our sinful flesh. He knows that if He 
gave me a five-year plan, somewhere down the 
road, when the directions say turn right in 100 feet, 
I’d think, “Nah, I think I know a better way.” But 
like with Paul and Silas, God will lead us a little bit 
at a time. As we listen to His voice, He will use us 
to accomplish His mission, just like He used them.  

Are you willing to listen to God, or are 
you going your own way?

Day 1

Acts 
15:36-16:40
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Luke tells us that Paul “reasoned with them from the 
Scriptures” (Acts 17:2). In both Thessalonica and 
in Berea, Paul’s message was the word of God. Paul 
said in Romans that faith comes through hearing 
the word of God (Rom. 10:17). So, as we have 
opportunities to talk to others, whose words are we 
saying? The world needs to hear the voice of God.

The Scriptures are useful for teaching, correcting 
and training (2 Tim. 3:16). The Word of God is 
the sharpest sword and is able to pierce the hardest 
heart (Heb. 4:12). It is not a matter of power or 
effectiveness, but a matter of willingness. Are we 
willing to speak the word of God? If we are, then, 
like Paul, we will face opposition, but we will also 
see God work among us.

Who can you share God’s word with 
in your life?

Day 2

Acts 
17:1-21

Never waste a detour. They are God’s divine 
interruptions to accomplish His purposes. Paul was 
preaching in Thessalonica and in Berea when he was 
harassed and run out of town by unbelieving Jews. 
He escaped to Athens, where God used him to bring 
the gospel many people who did not know God. 

God wants other people to understand who He 
is through the gospel and to know Him through 
Jesus. Paul took advantage of this opportunity that 
was outside of his plans, but certainly within the 
plan of God. As Paul said to the Athenians, God 
does not need us (Acts 17:25), but God does want 
to use us for His kingdom and glory. Look for 
opportunities in each circumstance, even the ones 
you never planned for. God may have put you there 
to accomplish something great.

How can you serve God in the 
circumstances you find yourself in 
during this season of your life?

Day 3

Acts 
17:22-29
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“God now commands all people everywhere to 
repent” (Acts 17:30). All people. Everywhere. You 
won’t find any exceptions in those three words. 
Notice this is not merely a suggestion or even an 
invitation; it is a command. So how exactly does 
he command people to repent? God calls people to 
repentance through His church. 

Paul said, “We are ambassadors for Christ, 
since God is making his appeal through us. We 
plead on Christ’s behalf, ‘Be reconciled to God’” 
(2 Cor. 5:20). The church must never lose sight 
of its main mission here on earth. Our purpose 
is to be God’s witnesses to the ends of the earth 
(Acts 1:8). Nothing else is more important than 
that. Do what you can, in each season of life, to 
make God’s mission your priority. 

How can you live out God’s mission 
in your life? Who can you share Jesus 
with this week?

Day 4

Acts 
17:30-34

“When at first you don’t succeed, try, try, try again.” 
This saying was popularized by Edward Hickson in 
the mid 19th century, but Paul learned this lesson 
almost 2,000 years before that. His initial efforts 
to win Jews to Christ in Corinth failed miserably 
(Acts 18:5-6). You would think he would be 
tempted to give up. But then, the leader of the 
synagogue, one of the most unlikely people of 
all, turned to Christ. Jews and Gentiles alike were 
being saved. 

God told Paul not to be afraid, but to continue his 
work because God wanted more people to be saved 
in Athens. Sometimes things don’t go as we hoped 
or planned. We share the gospel, and someone 
doesn’t respond like we’ve prayed they would. We 
serve God, but don’t see the results we expected. It 
is in those moments that we need to persevere. God 
will use us for His kingdom if we don’t give up.

What is an area or situation in 
your life where you need to keep 
persevering for God?

Day 5

Acts 
18:1-22
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