
1 Some men came down from Judea and began to teach 
the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the 
custom prescribed by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 After 
Paul and Barnabas had engaged them in serious argument 
and debate, Paul and Barnabas and some others were 
appointed to go up to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem 
about this issue. 3 When they had been sent on their way by 
the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, 
describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and they 
brought great joy to all the brothers and sisters. 4 When they 
arrived at Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church, the 
apostles, and the elders, and they reported all that God had 
done with them. 5 But some of the believers who belonged 
to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “It is necessary 
to circumcise them and to command them to keep the law 
of Moses.” 6 The apostles and the elders gathered to consider 
this matter. 7 After there had been much debate, Peter stood 
up and said to them, “Brothers, you are aware that in the early 
days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the 
Gentiles would hear the gospel message and believe. 8 And 
God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them by giving 

them the Holy Spirit, just as he also did to us. 9 He made 
no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts 
by faith. 10 Now then, why are you testing God by putting 
a yoke on the disciples’ necks that neither our ancestors nor 
we have been able to bear? 11 On the contrary, we believe 
that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus in the 
same way they are.” ... 14 Simeon has reported how God first 
intervened to take from the Gentiles a people for his name. 
15 And the words of the prophets agree with this, as it is 
written: 16 After these things I will return and rebuild David’s 
fallen tent. I will rebuild its ruins and set it up again, 17 so 
that the rest of humanity may seek the Lord— even all the 
Gentiles who are called by my name— declares the Lord who 
makes these things 18 known from long ago. 19 Therefore, 
in my judgment, we should not cause difficulties for those 
among the Gentiles who turn to God, 20 but instead we 
should write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols, 
from sexual immorality, from eating anything that has been 
strangled, and from blood. 21 For since ancient times, Moses 
has had those who proclaim him in every city, and every 
Sabbath day he is read aloud in the synagogues.”
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Justification 
by Faith

Justification refers to the moment when 
a person is objectively declared righteous 
before God based on the righteousness 
of Christ’s atoning death (Rom. 8:33-
34). This act of declaration takes place 
through faith in Christ and not as a result 
of human works or effort (Eph. 2:8-9). 
Through justification, a person is made to 
be in right standing before God, changing 
what was once an estranged and hostile 
relationship to one of adoption into the 
family of God.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What can you learn from Paul’s courage to stand for what was right? What 
can you learn from his willingness to take the problem to a higher authority?

What are some examples of situations 
where you should seek the help of an 
authority figure in your life instead of 
trying to handle it on your own?
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Justification 
by Faith

Justification refers to the moment when 
a person is objectively declared righteous 
before God based on the righteousness 
of Christ’s atoning death (Rom. 8:33-
34). This act of declaration takes place 
through faith in Christ and not as a result 
of human works or effort (Eph. 2:8-9). 
Through justification, a person is made to 
be in right standing before God, changing 
what was once an estranged and hostile 
relationship to one of adoption into the 
family of God.

Why did Peter say Gentiles don’t have to become Jewish to be saved? 

 What does James teach about who can be saved in these verses?

Main Point
Salvation is through faith alone.

If you have trusted in Jesus, how should your life look different than other 
people your age?
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His Story

What are some things we do that might be a stumbling block for others? 
How might we apply the spirit of these instructions today?

Christ Connection

The Jerusalem council met to resolve a dispute in the early church: 
was faith in Christ sufficient for justification and inclusion into God’s 
family, or was something else needed? The early church’s response 
affirmed the sufficiency of faith in Jesus for justification. Because of 
His finished work on the cross, Jesus alone is all we need to be saved.
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Our Mission

Head

What does this story teach us about the importance of truth? (Imagine 
what it would have been like if the Judeans had not been opposed by Paul 
and Barnabus at Antioch!)

Why do you think people have a tendency to add to the gospel? How 
should knowing you are saved by grace affect your relationship with God?

Heart

God knows our hearts (Acts 15:8). How can that be simultaneously  
comforting and fearful?

God makes no distinctions between different types of people (Acts 15:9). 
How do our hearts need to grow to be more like God in that area?

Hands

What are some ways we need to live differently in order to show that we are 
“a people for his name” (Acts 15:14)?

How can we live in a way that is more considerate and puts others before 
ourselves?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Christians should be people of peace. Jesus said 
that peacemakers are blessed (Matt. 5:9), and Paul 
warned Timothy to avoid fighting and disputing 
and to pursue peace (2 Tim. 2:14, 22-24). And yet, 
Paul himself engages in a serious argument in the 
opening verses of Acts 15. Is he being hypocritical 
or inconsistent? On the contrary, he engages in this 
argument for the sake of the unity and peace of the 
church. His love for Gentile believers compelled 
him to respond on their behalf.

There are some ideas that we cannot be at peace 
with and errors that demand a response. 

Some Judeans came to Antioch and were “troubling 
[the church] and wanting to distort the gospel” 
(Gal. 1:7). This was no trivial matter. However, 
it is dangerous to think of every issue as a “gospel 
issue.” We should pray for the discernment to know 
how to kindly stand for the truth. Satan wants us to 
fight over everything and neglect the essentials, but 
don’t take the bait. Seek peace with all people, and 
be ready to stand for the gospel. 

Are you willing to stand up for others 
when it matters the most? How do you 
determine what deserves a response 
and what deserves to be ignored?

Day 1

Acts 
15:1-5
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Peter spoke a most profound truth—God “made 
no distinction between us and them” (Acts 15:9). 
For ages, to become a part of the covenant family of 
Abraham meant to become Jewish. We see examples 
of this happening with Old Testament characters 
like Ruth and Rahab. But with the coming of the 
Davidic King, now the Gentiles are welcomed into 
the people of God (Acts 15:14-17). As Paul wrote 
in Ephesians, “the Gentiles are coheirs, members 
of the same body, and partners in the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel” (Eph. 3:6).

Although the controversy of Acts 15 has been 
settled, there is still a tendency to make ungodly 
distinctions between people. But your place 
in God’s family is not based upon your family 
background, race, or social status. Whether you are 
proud of your lineage or embarrassed by it makes 
no difference; by faith, we are all united to Christ. 
If your parents or family are strong believers, be 
thankful, but do not think of yourself more highly 
than others. If your parents or family are not 
believers, do not think of yourself as second class. 
God makes no distinctions between us; rather, we 
are one through faith in Him.

What stereotypes or prejudices might 
you need to overcome in order to see 
people who are different than you the 
way God sees them?

Day 2

Acts 
15:6-18

My children are not a part of our family because of 
what they do. They belong because they were born 
into our family. They will always belong because I 
will always be their father. Yet, being a part of our 
family comes with certain expectations. I expect 
them to treat each other lovingly and to consider 
each other’s feelings in how they speak and act. So 
it is with the family of God. 

Being free from the law does not mean that we can 
live however we want. Although our place in the 
family is secure, being a child of God comes with 
certain expectations and obligations. For Gentile 
Christians in the early church, James outlined some 
expectations of how they were to live among their 
Jewish brothers and sisters. We would do well to be 
considerate of fellow Christians as well.

How can you live in a way that 
respects and considers other 
believers in your life?

Day 3

Acts 
15:19-21
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These verses give us a special glimpse into a critical 
moment of unity in the early church. The issue 
could have been avoided altogether if some would 
not have acted beyond what they were authorized 
to do in the first place (Acts 15:24). May this be a 
lesson for us all: sometimes we cause harm when we 
overstep our boundaries. 

But God used this as a way to bring unity to 
His church, both in the first century and future 
generations. God has a way of taking the bad 
intentions and sinful actions of some and turning 
them for good. He did it for the believers in Antioch 
(Acts 15:24-28), and He can do it for you, too.

How has God used something that 
was bad in your life to bring about 
something good?

Day 4

Acts 
15:22-29

I’m sure you’ve heard the saying, “Sticks and 
stones may break my bones, but words will never 
hurt me.” We all know that isn’t true. Words are 
incredibly powerful. They can build up and they 
can tear down; they can pour gasoline on a fire or 
they can put it out completely. 

In this passage, the letter from the Jerusalem church 
brought joy and encouragement. Think of a time that 
someone’s words have encouraged you. What was it 
that was so encouraging—what they said, when they 
said it, or how they said it? Seek to bring words of joy 
and encouragement to someone else today.

Who can you build up and encourage 
with your words?

Day 5

Acts 
15:30-35
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