
8 So don’t be ashamed of the testimony about our 
Lord, or of me his prisoner. Instead, share in suffering 
for the gospel, relying on the power of God. 9 He has 
saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according 
to our works, but according to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time 
began. 10 This has now been made evident through the 
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who has abolished 
death and has brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel. 11 For this gospel I was appointed a 
herald, apostle, and teacher, 12 and that is why I suffer 
these things. But I am not ashamed, because I know 
whom I have believed and am persuaded that he is able 
to guard what has been entrusted to me until that day. 
13 Hold on to the pattern of sound teaching that you 

have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit through the 
Holy Spirit who lives in us. ... 1 You, therefore, my son, 
be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 What you 
have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, 
commit to faithful men who will be able to teach others 
also. 3 Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus. 4 No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in 
the concerns of civilian life; he seeks to please the 
commanding officer. 5 Also, if anyone competes as an 
athlete, he is not crowned unless he competes according 
to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer ought to be the 
first to get a share of the crops. 7 Consider what I say, 
for the Lord will give you understanding in everything.

Scripture

2 Timothy 
1:8-14; 2:1-7
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The Church Is 
United Under 
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Edification  

Edification refers to the progressive 
growth and maturity of the church, both 
individually and collectively. The Bible talks 
about different ways maturity, or edification, 
may happen, such as through the fellowship 
Christians share with one another (1 Cor. 
12:26; Gal. 6:2). In addition, edification 
takes place through the church’s preaching 
and teaching of Scripture (Eph. 4:11-12), 
helping people understand and internalize 
the whole counsel of God. In the end, 
edification is building up the body of 
Christ, equipping people to live on mission 
for the kingdom of God.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

Why can we sometimes struggle to be unashamed of Jesus?

What can you do to show solidarity 
with other Christians who aren’t in the 
“in crowd” or one of the “cool kids?”
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Edification  

Edification refers to the progressive 
growth and maturity of the church, both 
individually and collectively. The Bible talks 
about different ways maturity, or edification, 
may happen, such as through the fellowship 
Christians share with one another (1 Cor. 
12:26; Gal. 6:2). In addition, edification 
takes place through the church’s preaching 
and teaching of Scripture (Eph. 4:11-12), 
helping people understand and internalize 
the whole counsel of God. In the end, 
edification is building up the body of 
Christ, equipping people to live on mission 
for the kingdom of God.

What are some aspects of the gospel that can motivate us not to be 
ashamed of Jesus?

What are some ways the church can preserve and hold on to the gospel for 
future generations?

Main Point
  God empowers church leaders to 

proclaim and guard the gospel. 

What attributes should characterize Christian leaders as they stand firm in 
sound doctrine?
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His Story

What can you do to be strong in God’s grace?

Christ Connection

Near the end of his life, Paul wrote to Timothy, one of his closest 
partners in ministry. Paul instructed Timothy on how to fulfill his 
calling as a leader in the church by living unashamed of the gospel, 
faithfully preaching the gospel, and finding strength in Christ. Because 
Jesus died to serve the church, pastors and leaders are called to live 
sacrificially to serve the church as well.
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Our Mission

Head

What are some steps you need to take to grow in your knowledge of doctrine? 

What are some areas of doctrine that you don’t know much about, but 
would like to study more?

Heart

How can we prepare our hearts to endure hardships that are sure to come 
as we live unashamed of the gospel?

What needs to happen in our hearts for us to be willing to sacrifice status 
for Jesus?

Hands

Is it your natural tendency to be afraid to stand for the truth or to stand for 
what is right, but in the wrong way? Why?

How can you work on your weaknesses—either being ashamed or being 
unashamed in an unloving way?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Faith is personal. No one else can have faith for you, 
yet our faith is not independent of the influence 
of others. Paul said that Timothy had a “sincere 
faith,” that was first embodied in his mother and 
grandmother (2 Tim. 1:5). We all need people in 
our lives who are showing us how to follow Jesus.  
Paul called Timothy his “dearly loved son” (2 Tim. 
1:2). Discipleship is, by nature, relational.

Who are the godly influences you are looking to 
and imitating? Are you allowing other Christians 
to speak wisdom into your life, or are you trying to 
live for Jesus in your own strength and wisdom? We 
can be too individualistic about our relationship 
with Christ. Resist the temptation to walk alone; 
submit to godly leaders and imitate their example. 
When you do, the sincere faith that is in them will 
be “in you also” (2 Tim. 1:5).   

Who has God put in your life that you 
need to seek out for guidance and 
discipleship?

Day 1

2 Timothy 
1:1-12
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When you are sick, you need someone to care for 
you. When you are discouraged, you need a friend 
to lift you up. Think about how others have been 
loyal and helpful to you in a challenging situation. 
Paul remembered the faithfulness of Onesiphorus 
when he was lonely and in need. People remember 
when you are there for them. 

I’m sure if you paused enough to look around in 
all the busyness, you would notice there are people 
in your life who need a friend to “refresh” (2 Tim. 
1:16) them with encouragement and empathy. 
People can be disloyal (2 Tim. 1:15), but believers 
should be known for their faithfulness. Be a faithful 
friend to those around you today.

Who can you encourage and befriend 
this week?

Day 2

2 Timothy 
1:13-18

Be diligent—lazy servants do not gain the approval 
of God. If we are all talk and no action, Paul said 
it leads to “even more godlessness” (2 Tim. 2:16), 
but when we serve God with diligence, we can rest 
in His power to make it worth it; “for God’s solid 
foundation stands firm” (2 Tim. 2:19). Others 
may oppose you or try to hinder you, but do not 
fear, because “The Lord knows those who are his” 
(2 Tim. 2:19). 

But godly diligence isn’t just about effort; it’s about 
effort in the right direction. We should be growing 
in the “word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15), fleeing 
“youthful passions” (2 Tim. 2:22), and pursuing 
love and peace (2 Tim. 2:22). When we are faithful 
to live for God in these ways, God will use us to help 
others come to Christ and “escape the trap of the 
devil” (2 Tim. 2:26). Are you becoming the godly 
leader Jesus has made you to be? Take steps today to 
“present yourself to God as one approved, a worker 
who doesn’t need to be ashamed” (2 Tim. 2:15).

Which area of your life do you need to 
grow in discipline and dilligence?

Day 3

2 Timothy 
2:1-26
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You’ve likely heard the saying, “When the going gets 
tough, the tough get going.” Paul warned Timothy 
that times would get tougher for those who try to 
live for Jesus (3:1,12). How can we avoid becoming 
people who are “lovers of self…disobedient to 
parents…ungrateful, unholy, unloving,” etc.?  

There are two key elements in 2 Timothy 3. First, 
we must imitate the apostles’ examples. Timothy 
followed Paul’s “teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, 
patience, love, and endurance” (2 Tim. 3:10). 
We must do the same if we are going to live for 
Jesus. Second, we need to be shaped and changed 
by the Scriptures. God’s word “is profitable for 
teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training 
in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). Are you allowing 
yourself to be taught, rebuked, corrected, and 
trained? It’s not enough to believe the Word; we 
must submit to its authority in our lives. Come 
to the Scriptures with a humble and willing spirit, 
ready to be challenged and changed to live for Jesus.

How can you continue to grow in your 
willingness to be changed by what 
you are learning in the Scriptures?

Day 4

2 Timothy 
3:1-17

In 2 Timothy 4, Paul has come to the end of his 
life and ministry. These are his parting words to 
Timothy and to us. What do we find in Paul’s last 
challenge and encouragement to believers? We find 
a charge, a warning, and a comfort. 

A charge—be ready to fulfill the work God has for 
you (2 Tim. 4:2,5). Just as Paul had a ministry and 
plan for Paul and Timothy, God has a purpose for 
you in His kingdom. Seek to discern it and give 
yourself completely to it. 

A warning—people will abandon and oppose you 
(2 Tim. 4:10-15). Demas abandoned Paul because 
his heart was committed to his present life more than 
God’s kingdom, and Alexander directly opposed 
Paul. Watch out for those kinds of people, and don’t 
be like them, for God will judge such people. 

A comfort—Jesus will be with you (2 Tim. 4:17-
18). When no one else stood by Paul’s side, Jesus 
did. He rescued Paul “from every evil work” and 
brought him safely to Christ’s “heavenly kingdom” 
(2 Tim. 4:18). Oh, the hope we have in Jesus! It will 
always be worth it to follow Him. Are you ready to 
follow Him to your dying day like Paul? Commit 
to live for Jesus each day and listen carefully to 
Paul’s words in 2 Timothy 4, and you will.

What steps do you need to take to 
discern God’s purpose and place for 
you in His mission?

Day 5

2 Timothy 
4:1-22
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