
10 Now I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree in what 
you say, that there be no divisions among you, and that 
you be united with the same understanding and the same 
conviction. 11 For it has been reported to me about you, 
my brothers and sisters, by members of Chloe’s people, 
that there is rivalry among you. 12 What I am saying is 
this: One of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to 
Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 
13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or 
were you baptized in Paul’s name? ... 17 For Christ did 
not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not 
with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ will 
not be emptied of its effect. 18 For the word of the cross 
is foolishness to those who are perishing, but it is the 
power of God to us who are being saved. 19 For it is 

written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and I will 
set aside the intelligence of the intelligent. 20 Where 
is the one who is wise? Where is the teacher of the law? 
Where is the debater of this age? Hasn’t God made the 
world’s wisdom foolish? 21 For since, in God’s wisdom, 
the world did not know God through wisdom, God was 
pleased to save those who believe through the foolishness 
of what is preached. ... 20 “I pray not only for these, 
but also for those who believe in me through their word. 
21 May they all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I 
am in you. May they also be in us, so that the world may 
believe you sent me. 22 I have given them the glory you 
have given me, so that they may be one as we are one. 
23 I am in them and you are in me, so that they may 
be made completely one, that the world may know you 
have sent me and have loved them as you have loved me.

Scripture

1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 
17-21; John 17:20 -23

Unit .32

Session .03

The Church Is 
United in the 
Gospel
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Unity of 
the Church
Christ’s desire for the church is that we 
be united as one in Him by the gospel 
(Phil. 2:1-2), reflecting the oneness of 
our trinitarian God (John 17:20-23). As 
such, we are to allow for no divisions to 
separate us (1 Cor. 1:10), such as ethnicity, 
socio-economics, nationality, language, 
politics, or secondary doctrinal beliefs. Our 
objective is not simply to work around or 
look past these differences within the body 
of Christ but to celebrate the diversity 
of God’s people made one in Christ 
(1 Cor. 12:12-13;  Eph. 4:4-6,11-13), 
demonstrating humility (Rom. 12:3,16; 
Phil. 2:5-11) and freely loving and forgiving 
one another (Col. 3:13-14) to reflect the 
power of Christ who reconciles all things to 
Himself (Ps. 133:1; Eph. 1:10; 2:14).

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

How do you think Christians viewing each other as family would improve 
our unity?

What are some things we put our 
identity in that divide us, and how 
can we overcome those divisions?
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Unity of 
the Church
Christ’s desire for the church is that we 
be united as one in Him by the gospel 
(Phil. 2:1-2), reflecting the oneness of 
our trinitarian God (John 17:20-23). As 
such, we are to allow for no divisions to 
separate us (1 Cor. 1:10), such as ethnicity, 
socio-economics, nationality, language, 
politics, or secondary doctrinal beliefs. Our 
objective is not simply to work around or 
look past these differences within the body 
of Christ but to celebrate the diversity 
of God’s people made one in Christ 
(1 Cor. 12:12-13;  Eph. 4:4-6,11-13), 
demonstrating humility (Rom. 12:3,16; 
Phil. 2:5-11) and freely loving and forgiving 
one another (Col. 3:13-14) to reflect the 
power of Christ who reconciles all things to 
Himself (Ps. 133:1; Eph. 1:10; 2:14).

In what ways might we be tempted to add to the message of the cross to 
make it more appealing?

What about the “foolish” message of the cross is so powerful?

Main Point
God unites the church 

through the gospel.

How does our unity or disunity affect the world’s view of Jesus?
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His Story

How is unity countercultural, and why would that make the gospel attractive?

Christ Connection

Paul wrote to the church at Corinth to address several problems they 
were facing, including division, because the church lost sight of their 
unity in the gospel. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, believers are 
brought into one body to live in unity and harmony as an expression 
of the great power of the gospel.
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Our Mission

Head

Which stereotypes do we need to reject in order to think about others in a 
way that matches their true identity in Christ?

How might our view of the Christian life need to be more cross-shaped 
than culture-shaped?

Heart

How can you overcome the temptation to compromise the gospel in order 
to please people?

What are some ways we can fight against idolizing Christian leaders?

Hands

How can we pray for unity in the church? 

What would having “no divisions” among us look like (1 Cor. 1:10)?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

For people who have grown up in church, it’s kind 
of a joke to say that the “Sunday school answer” is 
Jesus. Here, this answer rings true—Paul explains 
that the Christian life is all about Jesus. We have 
been “sanctified in Jesus” (1 Cor. 1:2), we receive 
grace “in Christ Jesus” (1 Cor. 1:4), we are “enriched 
in him” (1 Cor. 1:5), Jesus strengthens us to the end 
(1 Cor. 1:8), Jesus is our friend (1 Cor. 1:9), and the 
church is united in Jesus (1 Cor. 1:10-13). In light 
of that, it becomes clear why Paul is so bothered 
that some have made it about the church leaders 
rather than the Savior. 

The church is not about the pastors or the members; 
it is all about Jesus. It can be freeing to realize it’s 
not about you. The pressure is off to perform or 
impress others. The gospel is about God’s grace and 
what Jesus has done. When we take the focus off 
of us, or even our favorite leader, and remember 
how faithful God has been to us in Jesus, we will be 
united. The path to peace and unity is not found in 
self-centeredness, but in Christ-centeredness. May 
we all put down our mirrors and lift our eyes to 
Jesus today.  

What can you do to focus on Christ 
more this week?

Day 1

1 Corinthians 
1:1-13
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Have you ever been to a college or professional 
sporting event? I’m a big Georgia Bulldog fan, and 
when we go to games in Athens, there are all kinds 
of unique game day rituals, songs, and chants—
calling the Dawgs, the Dawg walk, the trumpeter 
playing the first few notes of “Battle Hymn of the 
Republic” before we sing “Glory, Glory,” “Lighting 
up Sanford” before the 4th quarter, and ringing the 
chapel bell after a victory. If you aren’t a Georgia 
fan (which, odds are, you aren’t), those things are 
foolishness to you. They make no sense and have 
no value to people who aren’t Georgia fans. But to 
me, they are special and moving. 

Paul said that the cross is foolishness to those who 
are lost, but it is the power of God to those who 
believe. The cross is our hope and confidence, a 
source of pride and joy. It may seem weird to the 
world that such a horrible event is so precious to 
us, but when you have been saved by the cross, 
it is a precious treasure. The cross is the power of 
God to wash, forgive, and redeem; walk in that 
power today.

What do you feel when you think 
about the cross? How can you grow 
in love and gratitude for what Jesus 
has done to save you?

Day 2

1 Corinthians 
1:14-18

Do you sometimes feel like a “nobody?” Don’t 
despair, for God has chosen the lowly and weak. 
He doesn’t love you any less based on your 
shortcomings, and He couldn’t love you any more 
even if you were “somebody.” In His wisdom, 
God has chosen the weak in order to display His 
power, for “God’s weakness is stronger than human 
strength” (1 Cor. 1:25). If you are in Christ, you 
have all you need to hold your head up high and 
“boast in the Lord” (1 Cor. 1:31).

Do you think you are “cool” and a “somebody?” 
God shows no partiality and is not impressed with 
status. In fact, He delights in the humble in order 
to “bring to nothing what is viewed as something, 
so that no one may boast in his presence” (1 Cor. 
1:28-29). So, Paul’s word to the lowly today is to 
remember that in Christ you are something, and 
his word to the proud is to remember that apart 
from Christ, you are nothing—“in order that, as 
it is written: Let the one who boasts, boast in the 
Lord” (1 Cor. 1:31).

How can you be both lifted up and 
humbled by the gospel?

Day 3

1 Corinthians 
1:19-31

UNIT 32  |  SESSION 3  |  69



Your identity and joy are not what you do for God, 
but that you belong to God. If you have believed in 
Jesus, you are God’s. Jesus said, “everything I have 
is yours, and everything you have is mine” (John 
17:10). Even now, just say these words in your 
mind as an encouragement and comfort—“I’m 
His.” Have you gotten over the fact that Jesus has 
saved you? Have you moved on to bigger and better 
things? Have you forgotten the miracle it took to 
bring you to God? Don’t ever get over the fact that 
Jesus has saved you. 

Be anchored in this assurance – “I guarded them 
and not one of them is lost” (John 17:12). If you 
belong to Jesus, you will never be lost—not because 
you are strong and faithful, but because He will 
never lose you. Are you living like you are His? If 
your primary identity is that you are a child of God, 
you should look in the mirror and ask, “Does my 
life reflect that identity, or is some other thing at the 
center?” Belonging to God and being a citizen of the 
kingdom of heaven ought to bring the priorities of 
God’s kingdom to center stage in our lives. It should 
determine how we engage in every sphere of life. 
It’s about more than just going to heaven; it’s about 
living for the priorities of heaven here on the earth.

How can your priorities show that 
your identity is in Christ?

Day 4

John 
17:1-19

Have you ever wanted to be a person in the Bible? 
I know that may sound silly or even selfish, but 
I’ve always wondered what it would be like to be 
mentioned in the Bible, even just for one verse. 
But did you see what Jesus prayed in John 17:20? 
He prayed for you; yes, you! Jesus said, “I pray 
not only for these, but also for those who believe 
in me through their word” (John 17:20). Some 
translations make it even more clear by saying, 
“those who will believe in me” (John 17:20). 

What was Jesus praying for us? He was praying 
that we would be united—“May they all be one” 
(John 17:21). If Jesus spent time praying for 
our unity, and the apostle John thought it was 
important enough to record the things that Jesus 
did (John 21:25), then it is important for us to 
prioritize. Are you divided with another Christian 
right now? Maybe it’s your parents, a sibling, or 
a friend. Try to reconcile with that person. Don’t 
delay; Jesus wants His followers to be one.

What actions can you take to 
reconcile with someone?

Day 5

John 
17:20-26
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