
1 Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof 
of what is not seen. 2 For by this our ancestors were 
approved. ... 32 And what more can I say? Time is 
too short for me to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets, 33 who by 
faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained 
promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the 
raging of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, gained 
strength in weakness, became mighty in battle, and 
put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received their 
dead, raised to life again. Other people were tortured, 
not accepting release, so that they might gain a better 
resurrection. 36 Others experienced mockings and 
scourgings, as well as bonds and imprisonment. 37 They 
were stoned, they were sawed in two, they died by the 

sword, they wandered about in sheepskins, in goatskins, 
destitute, afflicted, and mistreated. 38 The world was 
not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and on 
mountains, hiding in caves and holes in the ground. 
39 All these were approved through their faith, but they 
did not receive what was promised, 40 since God had 
provided something better for us, so that they would not 
be made perfect without us. ... 1 Therefore, since we also 
have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let 
us lay aside every hindrance and the sin that so easily 
ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies 
before us, 2 keeping our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith. For the joy that lay before him, he 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.

Scripture

Hebrews 11:1-2, 
32-40; 12:1-2
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Faith

Biblical faith is resting, or trusting, in Christ 
alone for salvation (John 3:16-21). More 
than being simply a mental agreement of 
historical facts, genuine faith begins with a 
recognition and confession of the truth of 
the gospel (1 John 4:13-16), followed by a 
receiving of Christ as Lord and Savior of 
one’s life (John 1:10-13). Biblical faith is 
not blind faith, for it rests on the historical 
life, death, and resurrection of Christ.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What are some things we put our faith in every day?

What does Hebrews 1:2 teach us 
about the role of faith before the 
new covenant in the Old Testament?
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Faith

Biblical faith is resting, or trusting, in Christ 
alone for salvation (John 3:16-21). More 
than being simply a mental agreement of 
historical facts, genuine faith begins with a 
recognition and confession of the truth of 
the gospel (1 John 4:13-16), followed by a 
receiving of Christ as Lord and Savior of 
one’s life (John 1:10-13). Biblical faith is 
not blind faith, for it rests on the historical 
life, death, and resurrection of Christ.

Which contrast stands out to you in verses 33-37?

What do these examples teach us about the relationship between our faith 
and our works?

Main Point
When your faith is in Jesus, 

your life will show it.

Christ Connection

The examples of faithful men and women in Scripture are a source of 
strength and encouragement, but they pale in comparison to the life 
of Jesus Christ, who endured the cross and its shame with His future 
glory and joy in mind. Because of Christ’s work, our faith and the hope 
of all who have believed will be fulfilled when He returns. We have 
assurance of the reliability of God’s promises.
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In Defense

We can see here that the gospel of Jesus Christ is neither a poverty gospel nor 
a prosperity gospel. The poverty gospel says that if you follow God, you will be 
poor and die a martyr. The prosperity gospel says that if you follow God, you 
will be rich and nothing bad will ever happen to you. The true gospel, however, 
says that whatever happens as we follow God—good or bad—is in His hands. 
The result may be that we die for His sake, or it may be that we experience great 
blessing in this life, but either way, God is in control of the outcome of our faith 
and uses it for His glory and our good. Abel died far too young; Enoch never 
died, but God had the final word on both of their lives. God truly is the author 
and finisher of our faith.

His Story

Who in the Scriptures or in your life has inspired you to trust God and live 
for Jesus?
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Our Mission

Head

What are some ways we treat faith as something you only need in a crisis? 
How can you make faith the foundation of your life?

What can you do to ensure you read the stories of faith in the Scriptures 
more regularly to remind yourself of God’s faithfulness?

Heart

The cost of following Jesus can be high. Why can you trust that following 
Jesus will be worth it in the end? 

How can you have a heart that is willing to receive the earthly outcome of 
your faithfulness, whether it be success or suffering?

Hands

What are some ways you can demonstrate faith in Jesus to the people 
around you?

What do you need to lay aside in order to run your race for a lifetime?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Known as the “Hall of Faith,” Hebrews 11 reminds 
us of men and women throughout Old Testament 
history whose actions demonstrated their faith 
in God.

Abraham is one of the prominent examples in this 
list of heroes. On God’s command, he set out in 
search of a land God had already prepared for him. 
In fact, the text tells us that he set out not even 
knowing where the land was. Only when he arrived 
in the place God had promised would he know he 
was there, which meant that his journey was a turn-
by-turn, mile-by-mile walk of faith. Each and every 
step required leaning on God. 

What a great example of what faith looks like. It is 
not walking down our own path and then asking 
God to bless our direction. It is not recklessly 
marching forward without first seeking God. It is 
not being paralyzed by fear when God says, “Go.” 
Faith means keeping our eyes on Christ, trusting a 
perfect God to keep His Word, and following Him 
every step of the way.  

How are you looking to God for 
daily guidance?

Day 1

Hebrews 
11:1-31
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Sometimes it is hard to understand why God 
included some names of the faith heroes in Hebrews 
11. Gideon’s desire for a fleece reflected a weak faith, 
and he later allowed an ephod to become a snare to 
himself and his family (Judg. 8:27). Samson broke 
his Nazarite vow (Judg. 13-16). Jephthah made 
a hasty vow with tragic results (Judg. 11-12). We 
might not have included these names in this list, but 
God did—and He is always right. Indeed, nobody 
listed in Hebrews 11 was perfect. 

These names remind us that God uses imperfect 
people who have faith in Him. In no way does He 
ever approve of our sin—nor does He look lightly 
on our inconsistent walk with Him—but God does 
use us for His glory when we lean on Him.

God works His plan through His people even when 
His people have much room to grow. That truth 
ought to make all of us hopeful and grateful! 

How do the imperfect people God 
used throughout the Bible encourage 
you to serve the Lord?

Day 2

Hebrews 
11:32-40

The author of Hebrews challenges us to “lay aside 
every hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares 
us” (Heb. 12:1). Have you ever noticed that track 
athletes don’t wear hoodies, jeans, and winter boots 
to compete in? Track shoes and athletic wear are 
very light because runners don’t want the extra 
weight to slow them down. We are running a 
spiritual race, and should be careful not to carrry 
extra weight that holds us back.

It may be the baggage of your past or the sin you 
are struggling with in the present. It may be grief, 
bitterness, anger, or unforgiveness. It could even be 
distrasctions that are stealing your focus away from 
God. Lay those things aside and look to the Savior. 
Keep your eyes on the One who endured the cross, 
but is now seated at the right hand of God. God will 
be faithful. Jesus’ pain resulted in glory, and all those 
who run with faith will be glorified with Him. 

What do you need to lay aside in 
order to run your race for Jesus?

Day 3

Hebrews 
12:1-2
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Living the Christian life is not always easy. 
Supernatural forces battle against us. The world 
often stands in opposition to biblical standards and 
to those who try to live by those standards. Some 
believers around the world face what the audience 
of the Book of Hebrews faced: persecution and 
trials. Just as Jesus faced hostility, His followers do 
as well. 

As followers of Jesus, we are part of God’s 
unshakeable kingdom. Endurance under trial 
sometimes becomes a challenge, but the Lord uses 
suffering and trials to discipline us and teach us. 
He does this because He loves us as His children 
and He wants us to reflect His holiness in our own 
lives. We should run the race together with other 
believers, encouraging each other to keep living 
for Jesus.

Who are you running the race with?

Day 4

Hebrews 
12:3-29

Our actions will reveal what we truly believe. So, 
what we believe is critical in determining how we 
live. If we don’t think correctly about God and 
ourselves, then we will not live right. Sometimes 
we say we believe the Bible, while our actions tell a 
diffrent story. For that reason, we must continually 
apply biblical teachings in our own lives. 

The writer of Hebrews helps his readers do this by 
concluding his book with a series of challenges. 
For example, believers are to love each other, show 
hospitality to others, be content, and obey our 
leaders. We should also imitate godly examples in 
our lives. Godly examples might be your parents, 
student pastor, group leader, or school teacher. 
One way to honor God is by honoring leaders and 
trying to imitate ones who are godly. Hebrews 13 is 
a reminder that we must pair action with our faith 
in every area of life. 

How might you honor the authorities 
in your life better?

Day 5

Hebrews 
13:1-25
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